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NEWS AND COMMENT 

The Nebraska State Historical Society has begun the publica- 
tion of a monthly paper entitled Nebraska History and Record 
of Pioneer Days, the first issue of which appeared in February. 
The editor, Addison E. Sheldon, superintendent of the society 
states that "It is the intention to make this journal a piece of 
popular literature, — ^as distinguished from academic. It will aim 
to present in clear and attractive form, fact, story, comment and 
criticism relating to the history of Nebraska." 

In a brief survey entitled. The American Indians North of 
Mexico, (Cambridge, 1917. 169 p.) William H. Miner has 
undertaken to supply a want which he feels exists for a "read- 
able, comprehensive . . . authentic account of the original 
inhabitants of the American continent, which may ... be 
termed popular." The book contains a bibliography designed 
especially for the use of persons wishing to begin a reading 
course on the American Indians. 

The American Indian Magazine for October-December, 1917, 
is a special Sioux number, and contains much material of interest 
to the student of the history of this tribe. Among the contribu- 
tions are "The Sioux Outbreak of 1862," by Arthur C. Parker, 
and "The Sioux of Yesterday and Today," by Charles A. East- 
man. 

An article on "Indian Land Titles in Minnesota," by Gordon 
Cain, in the February number of the Minnesota Law Review 
summarizes the l^;al aspects of the famous White Earth land 
cases which play so prominent a part in the recent history of the 
Ojibway Indians. 

Both the March and the April issues of Iowa and War con- 
tain material of Minnesota interest. The former consists of a 
brief sketch of "The Black Hawk War," by Jacob Van der Zee, 
and the latter is devoted to an account of "Border Defense in 
Iowa During the Civil War," by Dan E. Clark. Mr. Clark's 
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narrative treats of the effect upon the neighboring state of the 
Sioux uprising in Minnesota. 

A suggestive piece of work in the field of local history is 
Iowa Stories, Book One, (Iowa City, 1917. 138 p.) by Clarence 
R. Aurner. The book is a series of brief essays on Iowa pioneer 
life, written in a simple style for the use of school children. 

The Ashley-Smith Explorations and the Discovery of a Central 
Route to the Pacific, 1822-18 2Q (Cleveland, Arthur H. Clark 
Company, 1918. 352 p.) is a valuable contribution to the his- 
tory of the Far West. The editor, Harrison Clifford Dale, has 
included, besides the original journals, accounts of the fur trade 
and explorations in the region before and during the period 
covered by the journals themselves. 

Ernest Cawcroft contributes a sketch of "Donald Mackenzie ; 
King of the Northwest," to the February issue of the Canadian 
Magazine. In it he states that a biography of this important 
figure in the history of the fur trade is being written by Alex- 
ander Mackenzie of Toronto. 

"A Comparison of Transportation on the Mississippi Basin 
Rivers and the Great Lakes," by A. E. Parkins, in the Journal 
of Geography for February deals mainly with present day con- 
ditions but contains some historical material. 

In its series on "State Builders of the West," the Western 
Magazine includes sketches of "Stephen Miller, Fourth Governor 
of Minnesota," in the February number and "William R. Mar- 
shall, Fifth Governor of Minnesota," in the April number. The 
April number contains also a sketch of St. Cloud, under the 
heading "O-za-te (The Forks of the Road)," by C. L. Llew- 
ellyn, which is partly historical. In the March number is an 
article entitled "Developing an Insurance Center," by Edmond L. 
DeLestry, which contains information about the history of insur- 
ance companies in the Twin Cities. 

Sections five and six of the second volume of Danske i Amer- 
ika, which appeared recently, contain considerable material 
relating to the Danish element in Minnesota. The publication of 
this work was begun by the C. Rasmussen Company, Minneapolis, 
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in 1917. The first volume deals with the Danish immigration 
as a whole, while the second volume, which is being published 
serially, contains studies of this element in Special localities. 

En Norsk Bygds Historic (1917. 240 p.) is the title of a his- 
tory of a Norwegian settlement in North Bottineau County, 
North Dakota, by Olav Redal. The book contains a large amount 
of biographical material. 

Salomons Almanak for 1917: De Forenende Staters Danske 
Almanak, Haand og Aarbog (Seattle, 1917. 208 p.) is the fourth 
of an interesting series of year books edited by Michael Salomon. 
In addition to a valuable collection of data on the Danish element 
in the United States, the book contains a "Who's Who" of Danish 
Americans. 

The translation of Ole Rynning's True Account of America by 
Theodore C. Blegen, which appears in the November number of 
the Bulletin, is noticed in two Scandinavian papers. In the 
Minneapolis Tidende of February 28, Carl G. O. Hansen dis- 
cusses Mr. Blegen's work at some length, including in his review 
a sketch of Rynning. A briefer notice is printed in the February 
20 issue of Folkebladet (Minneapolis). Both reviewers feel 
that the translating and editing of this little book is an important 
contribution to the study of the Scandinavian element in America. 

The History Teachers' Magazine for February reprints Carl 
Becker's article on "The Monroe Doctrine and the War" from 
the May, 1917, number of the Minnesota History Bulletin. 

The Minneapolis Tribune of March 31 contains an article 
entitled "The Giant Dam That Harnesses Energy of Mighty 
Chippewa River," which is of interest to Minnesotans because it 
attributes the early development of water power on the Chippewa 
to one of Minnesota's pioneer lumbermen, Frederick Weyer- 
haeuser. As a preface to a description of a large present-day 
project to utilize the water power of the Chippewa Falls, the 
Tribune tells of the lumber mills operated by the Chippewa Lum- 
ber and Boom Company, in which Mr. Weyerhaeuser was a 
controlling factor, in the days when lumbering was at its height 
in that region. 
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The November 4, 1917, issue of the La Crosse Tribune and 
Leader-Press contains an excellent biographical sketch of Cad- 
wallader C. Washburn who, while not a citizen of Minnesota, 
was closely identified with its economic history as the builder 
and developer of the famous Washburn mills, which he estab- 
lished in MinneapoUs in 1876. 

Under the title "Interesting Grain Case of 1869-72" the Lake 
City Graphic Republican of March 22 prints the history of a 
suit started by some Wabasha County farmers to determine the 
title to a large amount of wheat which had been secretly sold and 
shipped by the Atkinson and Kellogg Elevator Company, with 
whom the farmers had deposited their grain for safe-keeping. 

The March 10 issue of the Minneapolis Journal contains an 
article in which the general development of the banking business 
in Minneapolis during the last quarter of a century is discussed 
in connection with an account of some of the earlier banks and 
bankers. 

"Fifty Years Old Today," is the title of an historical resume 
of the St. Paul Dispatch which appears in the February 28 issue 
of that paper. In addition to an account of the growth and 
development of the Dispatch, the article contains biographical 
material concerning the men most closely identified with its 
history. 

"The History of Medicine in Minneapolis," by Dr. Arthur S. 
Hamilton is published in three parts in the Journal-Lancet, be- 
ginning with the March number. The article contains consid- 
erable valuable material, much of which the author gathered 
from the files of the Twin City newspapers. 

The reminiscences of George Day, in which he describes his 
experiences as a pioneer in the region of Excelsior, have appeared 
serially in recent issues of the Minnetonka Record. Of especial 
interest is his account of the numerous unsuccessful attempts 
to establish cities on the shores of Lake Minnetonka, most of 
which failed during the Panic of 1857. 

In an article entitled, "University of Minnesota Will Be 50 
Years Old Tomorrow," the Minneapolis Journal of February 17 
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surveys briefly conditions in the University when it was estab- 
lished and at the present time. Pictures of "Old Main," the 
first president, William Watts Folwell, and President Burton, 
accompany the article. 

The origin of township names in Dakota County is discussed 
in the January 18 issue of the Dakota County Tribune. 

A brief history of the Christian Church at Austin is printed 
in the Mower County Transcript-Republican of January 23 in 
connection with an account of the dedication of a new church 
building. 

The February 27 issue of the St. Cloud Times contains an 
historical resume of the congregation of the First Presbyterian 
Church of St. Cloud, which dedicated a new church building 
Sunday, February 24. 

In its account of the annual meeting of the Waseca County 
Anti-Horse Thief Detective Society held at Waseca, February 16, 
the Waseca Journal Radical of February 20 tells something of 
the early work of this organization, which was established in 
pioneer days. 

The Lake Pepin Valley Old Settlers' Association held its 
annual meeting at Lake City, February 7; the Winona County 
Old Settlers' Association met at Winona, February 22; the 
Danish Pioneers met in Minneapolis, February 24; and the 
annual meeting of the Canby Old Settlers' Association was held 
at Canby, March 13. 

In its issues from November 3, to February 9 the Saturday 
Evening Post (Burlington, Iowa) pubUshes an account of the 
"Indian Outbreak" by William Caimcross in which he tells 
of his experiences in the region of Fort Ridgely and New Ulm 
during the Sioux uprising. The "Tales of a Grandfather" by 
the same author, which are now appearing in the Post, contain 
considerable information concerning early social and economic 
conditions in Minnesota. 



